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Lights 


“Then he showed four lights when he wished 
them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 


PEACE — CHRISTIANITY — DEMOCRACY 


The peace movement to those who have worked long 
and faithfully in it has always been but one phase of the 
greater movement of humanity toward freedom, of which 

_the struggle for democracy and the effort-to bring to 
world expression the principles of Christianity have been 
other phases. No one of these will be fully realized until 
all are realized. To promote any, therefore, is to promote 
all. If our individual efforts seem to be blocked for the 
moment along one line, we may seek a fuller outlet for 
them in the others. is 

The approach of Christmas challenges us to fuller 


~{ndividuai expression of Christianity. Its teachings were 


brought to a world not unlike our own, a world ruled by 
dictators, a world in which hatreds and persecutions were 
widespread. Was not one of its teachings that each one 
of us, regardless of the world, could be a Christian? 
“What is that to thee? Follow thou me.” The celebra- 
tion of Christmas is not, as it might seem, an irony and 
an hypocrisy; it is a test of our vision to see beyond all 


. appearance to the truth of human unity which Chris- 


tianity proclaimed and to which present appearances 
_must finally give way. : 

Likewise we can individually develop the charac- 
teristics of a good democrat napacciene of the state of the 
world, however much harder it may be to do that in a 
world at war. For guidance in democracy, Americans 
are rightly. seeking today to feel their way back to the 
founders of this country. By good fortune the principles 
and faith which ‘guided them have been clearly and 
consistently expressed for us by one of the great men 
of our own times, . Justice Louis D. Brandeis, whose 
inspiration lives on in every liberal American, Read 


CHRISTMAS DAY — AND ALL DAYS 


Christmas stands for giving and receiving, 
Easter is our hoping and believing, 


Every day the miracle of living. 
—EMILY GREENE BALCH. 
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World affairs may seem today to be 
individual influence, but there are things that even if we 


must act alone we can do for a san oye for democracy, 
for peace, for the great movement mankind along 
these ways to freedom. 


FLORENCE BREWER BOECKEL. 


— 
again these few of the many things he said, pieced to- uae € 
gether from various of his writings. | a “i 
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ANTI-SEMITISM IN THE UNITED STATES 


-¢ (On the question of anti-Semitism the position of the 

Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom 
has always been clear. As Gertrude Baer has said: “The 
work against anti-Semitism came into our program as 
any fight for civil liberties came into it. . . . The official 
position of the WILPF (is) . . . that anti-Semitism is 
barbarism and that we have to uproot the cause of this 
cancer in human society.” To cure this cancer in the 
United States it is necessary to break down prejudice 
due to misinformation. We Americans must know the 
truth. 

Do the Jews dominate the American scene? The 
report of an exhaustive survey recently made by “For- 
tune” closed with these words: 

Jews do not dominate the American scene. They do not 
even dominate major sectots of the American scene. They do. 
however, monopolize certain minor provinces. The concentration 
of Jews in a few large cities and in a few industries accounts for 
some of the feat ou the part of the uninformed. If the Jews 
were scattered throughout American communities their presence 
as Jews would not be noticeable. : 

This conclusion was based on facts. Although Jews 

. form a large percentage of the population in certain areas, 
they constitute a small minority of the entire population, 
approximately 4,500,000 out of 130,000,000. Like other 
Americans they are engaged in making a living in in- 
dustry, commerce, the professions. But they have an 
inconspicuous place in heavy industry; coal mining is 
almost. entirely non-Jewish. Of all the dominant indus- 
tries they are powerful only in the manufacture and sale 
of clothing. The charge that they run American banking 


is disproved by carefully compiled statistics gathered by 


responsible organizations: they play little part in the 
_great commercial banking houses. There are few Jews 
in insurance. In journalism, in radio broadcasting (out- 
side of New York) ‘the vast majority are non-Jewish. 
Jews have large holdings in the motion picture industry, 
but only three of the eight principal companies are 
owned and controlled by Jews. In medicine and law, 
it is true, they are conspicuous. Some of our most 


eminent jurists and some of our most brilliant surgeons . 


-and physicians are Jews. The United States is richer 
for the Jews who have come to our shores and who are 
rapidly acquiring citizenship. Some of Europe’s most 
_famous scientists, educators, writers, artists, and musi- 
cians have been driven from Europe to America. 

We are a nation of immigrants. Through the years 
many Jews have come to this country for the same 


reasons that brought other people: compulsory military © ? 


training, restrictions on freedom of speech, religious in- 
tolerance. They have suffered from religious persecu- 
tion for generations, and not, it should be remembered, 
_ exclusively in Germany. Bruce Bliven writes: 
-Theirs is . . . the history of a people who for two thousand 
years have lived as unwilling and often unwelcome guests in other 
people’s houses, perennially made the scapegoat when things 
went wrong, perenniglly tortured and robbed by persons less 
thrifty than they have been forced by their situation to become. 
There is not one of the traits described by their enemies as 
characteristically Jewish that does not appear in.a person of any 
other race — or more properly any other religion, since Jews can 
hardly be called a race — forced to live under similar oppression. 
‘T doubt if there is a Jew, taken out from under that oppression 
young enough, in whom these traits would not disappear. 
Not a separate race but a part of the white race. 
Jews are divided from other members of their race only 
by their religion. In America surely they should find 
freedom from religious persecution. 


Anti-Semitism is not an isolated problem: prejudice — 
due to misinformation militates against any minority 
group. This fact is recognized in the preamble to the. 


Marcantonio Anti-Discrimination Bill (H.R. 3994), a 
bill which should be supported by WIL members: 


_ Vallensin, Noppel, Charriere, Delos, and Strattman. 


- 


CAMP FOR CATHOLIC CONSC! 


The Association of Catholic Conscientious Objectors, 


a group in the Catholic Worker movement, has opened a 


Civilian Public Work Camp at Stoddard, New Hamp- 


shire. 
To help Catholics who are conscientiously opposed 
to participation in modern war, this Association has been 


registering objectors during the last year, lending them — 


thereby moral: and spiritual support. 
While there has been an organized Catholic pacifist 
movement in Europe and England for some time, it was 


only with the advent-of the PAX group, later the above 


Association, that similar action was gotten under way 
in this country. Over five hundred are now registered 
with the group. at 

‘The issue of conscientious objection is not an easy 
one for Catholics for their theologians hold that in theory, 
at least, there can be such a thing as a just war. We 
say “In theory” for St. Alphonsus, greatest of Catholic 


moral theologians, the only theologian whose opinion 
‘alone constitutes a probable opinion, one that can be 
» safely followed in conscience, says that in practice wars - 


are rarely justifiable. 


More and more Catholic theologians are coming to’ 


the opinion that modern war cannot be justified. To 
name but a few holding these opinions there are Alb, 


The right to work is being denied many Jews for no other 
t 


‘part of the country continue to advertise for “Christians only. 


reason than that they are Jews. Em 


This discrimination is part of the larger pattern against all 
minorities — against Negroes, against foreign-born citizens, nat- 


‘ uralizéd citizens and even Americans of native-born parentage. 


Such economic discrimination is not only contrary to the basic 


_democratic ptinciples upon which our country is founded but 
will, if continued, inci 


subvert and destroy these les. 
MARY_D. BRITE 
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MARION T. JUSTICE 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


rs, 


One ‘theologian, Ude, holds that not only can mod- 
ern war not be justified but that international conscien- 
tious objection is a duty. He holds that wars of defénse 
today are unthinkable. Bishop Scheiweiler of St. Gallen, 
Switzerland, has quoted him favorably, saying, according 
to Hoffmann in his>“Church and Peace”, that Ude’s 
arguments ate strong ones. 

A Freiburg theologian, Franz Keller, has called 
c.0.ism a holy duty under modern circumstances. 

Monsignor Barry O’Toole of Catholic University, 
Washington, in “War and Conscription at the Bar of 


- Christian Morals” states the case this way: “Catholics 


have the right, though not the duty to be conscientious 
objectors.” 
_ While we have quoted a few of the theologians hold- 


ing opinions favorable to conscientious objection, it . 
would be wrong-to assume that the great majority hold: 


these views. The Church hasn’t officially spoken, how- 


- ever, and the question is still a debatable one. This is 


not to. state that. she favors war. To her,. war is a 
pestilence, but in her wisdom she knows that human 
nature is weak; that following a natural way, defending 
oneself, while in no way manifesting a supernatural way 


give advice and make suggestions ,at any time. 


of acting is all that some natures are capable of in times 


of attack. 


Finally, let us quote the words of a Polish Jesuit, 
Count Rostworowski in “Catholic Voices Against War”. 
Conscientious objectors he speaks of as being heroes who 
have possessed the courage to say that they will not 
serve this crime of modern war and, he adds, the future 
will write their names in golden letters and the choir 
of thankful voices will exult. They (the conscientious 
prin he says, have proclaimed an actual Chris- 

anity. 

* ~ ARTHUR T. SHEEHAN, . 

Former Director of the Association of 
Catholic Conscientious Ob: 


REFUGEE TO CITIZEN 

The United States has for centuries been the tra- 
ditional haven for refugegs. Most of our citizens know 
that their ancestors were refugees and so they have a 
natural understanding of the position of those people 
who after indescribable sufferings and despair hope to 
make a new start, and to whom.the Statue of Liberty 
is the symbol of their last hope. 

- Almost all possibility of immigration from Germany 
is now tragically closed, as our State Department does 
not accept applications for anybody living in the Axis 
countries or Axis occupied territory. But there are - 
people in neutral countries, especially in unoccupied 
France, whom we can save from detention camps, from 
starvation and possible capture by the Gestapo, if we file 
the necessary affidavits for them and supply passage 
money—the latter, often for neutral countries of transit. 

Those who have recently arrived, or soon will come, 
carry with them almost unbearable worries about the 
relatives they have left behind in Europe and whom they 
cannot save from being driven from their homes and put 
into concentration camps. The suffering these refugees 
endure is beyond description and their accumulated 
hatred and grief sometimes make it hard for them to be 
useful members of their new homeland. With gentleness 
and understanding, let us help these people to look for- 
ward and see their problems as only one of the world 
passa of today; and help them realize that these prob- 
ems will not be solved through war and violence. 

Most of them have one main desire and that is to 
become assimilated and adjusted to this country and to 
their fellow citizens as quickly as possible. How much 
we Can assist them in this respect}! Here are the per- 
sonal things E e can do. It is very essential to 
let the refugees feel that they are welcome, that they 
rat ap of the community with equal rights and equal 

uties. 

One of the most valuable services, of course, is to 
find or even create jobs for the refugees. A high per- - 
centage of the refugees today are of the intellectual 
We have to take this fact into account. We often hear, 
instance, that a woman who has been a physician, teacher 
or social worker in the old country is-blamed because she 
is not perfectly satisfied with a position as a domestic 
worker. Who among American born women of the same 

would not have the same resentment? It is not 
desirable to make those people accept jobs for which 
they are neither fit nor trained, as they represent an 
unnecessary and incapable competition, while in their 
own field and skills they will be of greatest value to this 
country. Let us to be understanding in every re- 
spect. Let us help'im these ways to transform the har- - 
ried refugees into citizens as one part of our task in 
building a better world of good will to men. 

Our National Refugee Committee would be glad to 
If you 
are interested in getting our monthly News Leiter; 
which among other things gives important news on alien 
legislation and immigration facts, please send $.50 to 
cover postage and paper for one year. 

_ There is plenty of reading material about this sub- 
ject. The following is a list of some of the recent publi- 
cations which can be ordered through the Literature 
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Department, 1924 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.: 
her “Today's Refugees, Tomorrow’s Citizens”—by Gerhart Saenger. 
ery “I Am An American Citizen”—by famous naturalized Americans. 
ly. “Refugee”—the story of two “Aryan” Germans, translated by a 
all Clara Leiser. 
at- “From Many Lands”—by Louis Adamic. 
“Race”—by Caroline Singer, 5c. 
ic “The Refugee Question”"—by John Hope Simpson. 
but America and the Adamic, i0c. 
“We and the Refugees”—by 


By the time this issue of Four Lights is in the hands’ of our 
_members the final vote on neutrality revision will have been cast 
in the House, The measure, now stripped of all ite important 
sections, slid through the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
by only one vote, and then passed in the Senate on November 7th 
with only a margin of twelve votes to spare—the closest margin, 
the war party has had in ite steady fharch toward ‘the second 
World War. 


I sat through the final debate late ‘ato the night on that 
fatal day. Two things will always stand out clearly in my 
memory: one, Senator Johnson of California declaring that this 
was a vote on war and, in a voice trembling with emotion pre- 
dicting that every man that took this fatal step would live to 
regret that night; and then, against more ringing appeals and 
pleas of others who over and over again reiterated that this is a 
vote for war, came the smug assurances of the mejority that these 
revisions caused no change in the status of America’s situation. 
Had any one Senator enough integrity to speak, out for war, one 
could at ‘least have mustered respect for his honesty and courage. 
It is the blatant hypocrisy of the war party which sickens one— 
heart and soul. One faces it at every turn. For those who have 
never claimed to be pacifists one recognizes that there is a case, 
and a valid case, to be made for taking this country into war; 
but there is no case to be made for hypocrisy. 

Less important than the quality of political integrity but just 
as striking is that of political consistency. Though it is true that 
consistency may not be one of the cardinal virtues, it is never- 
theless one of the habits of political life out of which good faith 
is born. It is therefore difficult to reconcile those points in the 


Atlantic Charter which renounce any aggrandizement for Britain‘ 


and the United States and call for the right of each country to 
‘its own political way of life, with the White House answer to 
our letter of inquiry addressed to the Presitient when we asked: 


ISOLATIONISM AND INTERNATIONALISM 


The National Board of the Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom,.meeting at Swarthmore, Pa., October 18 
and 19, 1941, is deeply cofeerned by a spirit of isolationism on 
the part of a large body of American public opinion—an isolation- 
ism which manifests itself in a narrow and hard nationalism, an 
unscientific racism, a disastrous militarism and an un 
acceptance of an armaments economy. We believe that whether 
the American people like it or not, they must come to accept the 
fact that the world has dev into a single economic unity, 
and that only as nations develop political solidarity and into 
political world organization can we be spared from the con- 
tinuance of war and violence. We feel called upon to warn our 
members to be scrupulous in analyzing all anti-war efforts so 
that they may not unwittingly be drawn into work which, on the 
surface, appears to be in the interest of peace, but may in fact 
be a part of a subtle Nazi propaganda. 

At the same time we feel called upon also to warn our mem- 
bers against the — danger of an internationalism which serves 
only as a cloak American intervention in the war, and is 
likely to lead to Anglo-American im 

We reject both this type of isolationism and this type of 
internationalism. We advocate an international order based on 
justice for nations, races, classes and individuals, and for the 
widest area of freedom including an international bill of rights. 
We work for American acceptance of its responsibilities in a 
new werld order. We oppose American entrance into the war 
not from any desire to keep this country safe, or from a purely 
selfish motivation, but because we are convinced that the involve- 
ment of 130 million more people in this war would be a disaster 
both to ourselves and the world. 


FOUR LIGHTS 

Owned and published by Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom, National Literature Department, 1924 Chest- 
nut St., Philadelphia, Pa. Ten issues a year. Subscription price 
50c — single copies 5c — 25 copies, one issue, $1.00, postpaid. 


ACTION IN WASHINGTON 


“We are also deeply 


concerned and the 

recent speech before the Bar Association on October ist of 
your Secretary of the Navy when he said, ‘It is the hope of 
the world that sea power for the next hundred years at least 
will reside in the hands of the two great nations which now 
possess that power, the United States and Great Britain,’ 
This statement seems to us to do two things: first, it would 
pear to us to be a direct iction to point one of your 
eight point program, declaring that our countries seek no 
aggrandizement and second, a hundred years’ police program 


surely implies a general condemnation of the German 
rather than the Nazi regime; and finally, it 

us to be the very type of statement which all of us so very 
a condemn when issued by either Nazi or Japanese 


ials. 

“May we respectfully inquire whether the policy of a 
hundred year police program as advocated by your Secretary 
tion 
A reply sent by Stephen Early, Secretary to the President, 

states: 


if 


“You will, I am sure, realize that-it would not be 
to pass upon every interpretation given to the statements of 
Cabinet Officers but I wish to state emphatically that Secre- 
tary Knox’s actual speech before the American Bar Associa- 


seems peculiarly blind to our own commitments in the Treaty of 
Conciliation with Germany. That treaty, signed and ratified by 
both Germany and the United States, and proclaimed February 
25, 1929, provided that Germany and America agree not to declare 
war or begin hostilities over any dispute arising between them 
OF WHATEVER NATURE IT MAY BE, until an investiga- 
tion by a permanent international committee provided for in the 
treaty has taken place, and a report been made. We ask our 
members to send for copies of this treaty and to inquire as to 
why its provisions.are not carried out.—- DOROTHY DETZER. 


CHRISTMAS DAY 


What is a year, what is an hour in the field of time? ‘ 
The unploughed field that waits till we scatter the seed? 
Ernst Toller. 

As war scatters the seed of hate, we must scatter the seed 
of peace. Let’s help our valiant sowers to scatter their seed 
more widely by sending a gift to the National Office (1734 ‘F’ St. 
N. W., Washington, D. C.). Surely the continuing witness of 
the WILPF is worth more to us than Christmas wrappings or 
Christmas candy. 

If 5 people give $25.00; lo people give $10.00; 100 people 
give $5.00; 1000 people give’ $1.00; geod people give 50c, we 
shall have $4,225.00! How much will you give? 

— GERT UDE Cc. BUSSEY. 


THE MIRACLE OF LIVING 


A delightful book of verse by Emily Greene Balch, published 
by the Island Workshop Press, New York City. $1.00 postpaid, 
available December ist from WIL National Literature 
1924 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. Sold for the benefit of L. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 
Two new children’s books with an international 


background, published by a-tgpincott, illustrated. 


ENCHANTED VALLEY—Helen F. Anderson, 244 pp. 
$2.00. A story of a Swedish village. 

RUDI FINDS A WAY—Jolanda Foldes, 150 pp., $1.50. 
A Hungarian boy and his uncle explore the Mediterranean coast. 


; CHRISTMAS CARDS 


Some of them suitable for use the year ‘round. eg ~ 
colors on white, ordinary paper, envelopes to match, price 5c 
and 2 for 5c. Special discounts of 10%, to WIL branches 


in quantities for resale. Order from Mrs. Hazel R. ora p bees 
Emerald St. S. E., Minneapolis, Minn., or WIL National 
ture Dept., 1924 Chestnut St., delphia, Pa. 
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